
Worshipping God 
Making new Disciples 

Transforming Communities 

17th May 2020              6th of EASTER                  

in the villages of Bidford, Binton, Exhall,  
Salford Priors, Temple Grafton & Wixford 

Church services are still happening every Sunday 
in the Heart of England Parishes and are available 

via our church websites and Facebook pages.  
The rector, Revd Peter Walker is producing an 
audio recording of a lectionary based service of 

prayers, readings and a short sermon.  
The sermon is also available in video format, 

St Matthew’s is  producing a video recording of a family friendly 
Messy Church service, so go to our websites or Facebook 

pages to access it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Matthew’s also hosts a Zoom Coffee & Chat 
session each Sunday at 11.15am after the main 

morning services! 
 

Do come and join in! 



For your prayers this week: 
 

 all who are unwell, especially Joanna Cotterell, John England, Reg Francis, 
Anne Gibbs, Gwen Hill, Cheryl Jefferson, Chloe Lambert, John Lawrence, 
Rose Turner, Alex Waring, Laurence, Roger Webb, Alan (Margaret’s son), 
Joan (Peter Walker’s mother-in-law), Charlotte (Penny Prewer’s niece), 
Steve (a fireman), Phil Dalby, Alan & Sarah Edwards and all their families, 
carers and the medical staff who treat them  

 all who mourn the loss of loved ones  

 The family of Roger Webb, whose wife Tessa was killed in a car accident 
this week in which Roger was also injured and is now in hospital 

 All who live alone and are feeling lonely 

 All NHS and front line staff in hospitals and care homes   

 All residents of Care Homes feeling at risk and isolated 

 Protection for our children as some prepare to return to school next month 

 That a vaccine will soon be found to combat this virus 

 
“If disaster comes upon us…we will cry out to you in our distress, 

and you will hear and save” 2 Chronicles 20.9 (NRSV) 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

   What’s happening during the week around the Group: 

Thursday         9.00am Thursday Prayers—please join in at home 

Friday      6.30pm Friday Prayers—please join in at home 

A small group of us are still praying together albeit in our own homes 
but at the same time on Thursday mornings and Friday evenings. If 

you would like to join in with these groups please contact Roger who 
will give you all the details of how it will work. 



Readings:  17th May 24th May 
31st May 

PENTECOST 
7th June 
TRINITY 

1st Reading Acts 1.6-14 Acts 2.1-21 Isaiah 40.12-17,27-31 

2nd Reading 1 Peter 4.12-14;5.6-11 1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 2 Corinthians 13.11-13 

Gospel John 17.1-11 John 20.19-23 Matthew 28.16-20 

Acts 17.22-31 

1 Peter 3.13-22 

John 14.15-21 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Rector 
Revd Peter Walker 
Day off: Monday 

01789 772217 peter@heartparishes.org.uk 

Revd Michael Godfrey 07725 878530 michael@heartparishes.org.uk 

Revd Fritha Middlemiss 01789 490701 fritha@heartparishes.org.uk 

Reader Mrs Judith Meehan 01789 773328 judith@heartparishes.org.uk 

Administrator Roger Huggins 01386 872758 admin@heartparishes.org.uk 

SP Family Link 
Worker 

Mrs Sarah Folkes 07930 913643 sarah.folkes@covcofe.org 

Email enquiries to: admin@heartparishes.org.uk  

Group website: www.heartparishes.org.uk 
St Laurence’s website: www.stlaurencebidford.org.uk 

St Matthew’s website: www.stmatthewssalfordpriors.org.uk 
Parish Office: Birch House, Grange Lane, HARVINGTON, WR11 8NL 

Asst. Clergy  

We are hoping to run an on-line Alpha 

course star�ng in June for about 6 weeks, 

but we need volunteers to help run it, 

leading sessions, helping with discussions 

or technical assistance. If you are 

interested in helping with running it, 

please email Roger Huggins at 

admin@heartparishes.org.uk  



Readings & Prayers for 17th May — 6th of Easter 
 
The Collect: 
God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Amen 

 
1st Reading : Acts 17.22-31 

Paul stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I 

see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked 

carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: 

TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am 

going to proclaim to you. 

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 

earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by 

human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life 

and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of men, 

that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for 

them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men 

would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far 

from each one of us. ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As 

some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine 

being is like gold or silver or stone – an image made by man’s design and skill. 

In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with 

justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by 

raising him from the dead.” 

 
 
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3.13-22 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should 

suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; do not be 



frightened.” But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 

give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 

you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, 

so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may 

be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing 

good than for doing evil. For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for 

the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made 

alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in 

prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah 

while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 

through water, and this water symbolises baptism that now saves you also – not 

the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience towards 

God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 

and is at God’s right hand – with angels, authorities and powers in submission 

to him. 

 
 
Gospel: John 14.15-21 

Jesus said: “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you for ever – the 

Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not 

leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me 

any more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you 

will realise that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever 

has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves 

me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” 

 


